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(1) Verification that the vendor is not 
suspended, debarred, or on the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services 
Exclusionary List; 

(2) Verification that the vendor has 
filed any required VETS 100 report (not 
required if the acquisition is for a com-
mercial item); and 

(3) For acquisitions exceeding $10 
million, the Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Clearance. 

(h) Any applicable approved subcon-
tracting plan. 

(i) Documents relevant to price rea-
sonableness (i.e., all documents used to 
support the contracting officer’s deter-
mination of price reasonableness). 

801.602–85 Results of review. 

(a) When the review is complete, the 
reviewing office will advise the appro-
priate Central Office activity or con-
tracting officer that the proposal was 
approved as submitted or provide them 
with recommended changes. If the Cen-
tral Office activity is notified, the Cen-
tral Office activity will forward the in-
formation to the contracting officer. 

(b) When changes are recommended 
by technical or legal review staff, if the 
contracting officer concurs, the con-
tracting officer must take immediate 
action to amend the document. If the 
contracting officer does not concur, the 
contracting officer must discuss the 
recommended changes with the tech-
nical reviewer or the attorney involved 
and document in the contract file the 
reasons why the contracting officer is 
not following the reviewer’s rec-
ommendations. 

(c) Acquisition Resources Service and 
OGC will complete reviews as expedi-
tiously as possible, with due regard for 
procurement actions that require an 
unusually short period for completing 
the procurement. 

801.603 Selection, appointment, and 
termination of appointment. 

801.603–1 General. 

VAAR 801.690 through 801.690–9 and 
801.670 establish the policy and proce-
dures for selecting, appointing, and ter-
minating a contracting officer. 

801.603–70 Representatives of con-
tracting officers. 

(a) In carrying out the responsibil-
ities of FAR 1.602–2, the contracting of-
ficer may designate another Govern-
ment employee as COTR to perform the 
functions in this section and 801.603–71. 

(1) Except as indicated in 801.603–71, a 
designation under this section must be 
in writing, must define the scope and 
limitation of the representative’s au-
thority, and must be addressed to the 
COTR with a copy forwarded to the 
contractor. 

(2) The COTR may not re-delegate 
authority received under this para-
graph. 

(3) The contracting officer may not 
authorize a representative to make any 
commitment or change that will affect 
the price, quantity, quality, or delivery 
terms of a contract. 

(4) A contracting officer acting with-
in his or her warranted contracting au-
thority must authorize any change to a 
contract. 

(b) A contracting officer may author-
ize his or her technical representative 
to do the following: 

(1) Furnish technical guidance and 
advice or generally supervise the work 
performed under the contract. 

(2) Take any action authorized in the 
contract, such as issuing a delivery 
order, rejecting an unsatisfactory item, 
ordering a replacement of an unsatis-
factory item (materials or services) or 
declaring a contractor in default on 
specific delivery orders. 

(i) Except for a contract for blood, 
the contracting officer may delegate 
this authority only to other Govern-
ment contracting officers under cen-
tralized indefinite delivery type con-
tracts and the contract will so state. 

(ii) A centralized contract for blood 
must state that a contracting officer at 
an ordering office may designate rep-
resentatives and alternate representa-
tives to place a delivery order subject 
to the same restrictions in paragraph 
(b)(3) of this section. 

(3) Place an oral or other informal 
delivery order for items such as, but 
not limited to, bread, milk, and blood 
against a local indefinite delivery type 
contract for which there is a blanket 
purchase arrangement and for which 
funds have been obligated. 
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(c) In the administration of research 
and development contracts, any rep-
resentative appointed under this sec-
tion must be acceptable to the con-
tracting officer and the head of the or-
ganization concerned. 

(d) When the contracting officer in-
tends to designate a representative 
under this section for a particular so-
licitation or contract, the contracting 
officer must include the clause in 
852.270–1, Representatives of con-
tracting officers, in the solicitation 
and contract. 

801.603–71 Representatives of con-
tracting officers; receipt of equip-
ment, supplies, and nonpersonal 
services. 

(a) Without prior notification to the 
contractor or vendor, the contracting 
officer may designate other competent 
personnel, i.e., COTRs, to represent 
him or her to receive and inspect sup-
plies, equipment and services at a VA 
facility. The COTRs may perform du-
ties, as specified by the contracting of-
ficer, such as, but not limited to, the 
following: 

(1) Inspect and certify compliance 
with the quality and quantity require-
ments of the purchase order or con-
tract. 

(2) Inspect supplies and equipment 
for condition and quantity and accept 
supplies, equipment, and services, 
based on quality inspection made by 
another authorized representative. 

(b) The Director, Library Services, 
VA Central Office, and the Chief, Li-
brary Service, at a field facility may 
act as representatives of the con-
tracting officer to receive, inspect and 
accept library books, newspapers, and 
periodicals. Purchase documents will 
specify that delivery will be made di-
rectly to the library. 

801.670 Special and limited delegation. 

The authority vested in the Sec-
retary to execute, award, and admin-
ister a contract, purchase order, or 
other agreement for the expenditure of 
funds to acquire the specific services 
set forth in 801.670–1 through 801.670–4 
is delegated to the SPE. The SPE fur-
ther delegates this authority to the 
DSPE and to employees appointed or 

designated to the positions specified in 
those sections. 

801.670–1 Issuing bills of lading. 

The authority to issue bills of lading 
previously contained in this section is 
rescinded. Except for individual small 
package shipments (e.g., United Parcel 
Service, Federal Express, or United 
States Postal Service small package 
shipments), no VA employee may issue 
a bill of lading or otherwise procure 
transportation services for goods un-
less the employee has been delegated 
authority to do so as a warranted con-
tracting officer under the VA Con-
tracting Officer Certification Program 
(ref. 801.690). All transportation serv-
ices for goods, other than for small 
package shipments, require a bill of 
lading. Except for individual small 
package shipments, individuals with 
only micro-purchase authority may 
not issue bills of lading or otherwise 
procure transportation services. The 
dollar value of the bill of lading issued 
or transportation services acquired 
must not exceed the delegated author-
ity of the contracting officer. Can-
didates for appointment as transpor-
tation contracting officers whose dele-
gated authority will be limited to the 
acquisition of transportation services 
for goods only shall comply with the 
Education, Experience, and Training 
requirements, if any, in Part 102–117 of 
title 41 Code of Federal Regulations, 
the Federal Management Regulation, 
rather than the requirements in 801.690. 

801.670–3 Medical, dental, and ancil-
lary service. 

(a) When medical, dental, and ancil-
lary services under $10,000 per author-
ization are not available from an exist-
ing contract or agreement, the fol-
lowing VA officials at VA medical fa-
cilities may authorize these services: 

(1) The Chief of Staff and the physi-
cian assigned the responsibility for the 
ambulatory care function. 

(2) Chief, Medical Administration 
Service, or the person designated by 
the facility director to perform med-
ical administration functions. 

(b) Forms specified in Part 853 shall 
be used for ordering services under this 
paragraph from existing contracts. 
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